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RPRAGPICATB. 


EXPERIENCE. 
In the following article the reader will find ex- 








pressed the feelings and sentiments of one who 
has travelled throngh the labyrinth of errour, and 
arrived at the rest that remaineth for the people of 
God. In the experience of our deist brother we 
discover many things which we ourselves have wit- 
nessed and felt. 
have been instilled into the mind by bigotted and 


The disgusting errours which 


superstitious instructors, too often drive the subject 
into infidelity and the soul to despair. Blessed be 
God—those errours, which in their nature and ef- 
fect are so destructive of the native benevolence of 
the human breast are fust receding before the march 
of truth, Thousands are already set at liberty; 
and we pray God that the whole universe may spee- 
dily be emancipated from the bondage of anti-chris- 
tian dogmas and antiquated theories of proud mis- 
named ‘systems of divinity.”’ 

Although the introductory part of the following 
comifunication was not intended, by its respected au- 
thor, for the publick eye, yet the fact that it comes 
from a sister state, and from one who has rendered 
an essential service in extending the circulation of 
this paper, without being solicited or desiring any 
other compensation than the satisfaction of doing 
good, is a sufficient apology for its publication. It 
has brought to us the welcome intelligence that the 
north is giving up, and ‘the south keeps not back,”’ 
and affords us encouragement to persevere in the 
good and glorious work to which our attention is 
devoted. L. 8. E. 

. Elizabethtown, Ohio Co. Virginia, April 29, 1827. 

Dear brother in the Lord:—I greatly re- 
joice, and thank God, that we can yet commu- 
nicate to each other, and through a safe medium 
receive a paper, which to me seems solely ded- 
icated to the God of Sabaoth. I deserve ne 
thanks nor encomiums from you for the little 
pains I have taken to circulate the Gospel Ad- 
yocate in these parts. Please, brother, keep 
your thanks for those who are stimulated to 
act merely to enlarge your earthly interest and 
not bestow them on one who is a thousand 
times paid in the act, from a sense of duty thus 
disseminating the truth to a benighted world. 
Tt is a pleasing thing indeed, to be enabled to 
administer the living bread which came down 


| from heaven,to a perishing world, who are 


Striving to satisfy their hunger on the hasks the 
swine do eat. ©O, could your unworthy broth- 








er who now addresses you, be instrumental, in 
any way, of aiding in the great work of breaking 
down those sectarian walls which serve to en- 
slave in moral death nine-temths of the human 
family, and substitute instead thereof, the year 
of jubilee—a year ef 1elease from sin and death, 
no task too arduous—no difficulties too great 
to encounter, and none but what would be rich- 
ly repaid by the benediction of Heaven and a 
self-approbating conciousness of having pro- 
moied the same cause for which the blessed 
Nazarive agonized on Calvary. 

It is customary amongst the érthodox of the 
day, before admitting a brother to the fellow- 
ship and communion of the church to have him 
relate lis experience, either to the preacher 
or the churcl:; so in like manner, as lam 
thronged*with them on every side, you will 
pardon me for so far imitating their customs 
as to relate to you the past exercises of my 
mind. If you conceive it worthy of a place 
in the Advocate, you are at liberty to insert it. 
I do not, however, enter upon the following 
narrative with a view to gain admittance into 
any church, or to obtain the fellowship of 
any body of professors, but merely with the 
hope that my remarks may be profitable to 
some benighted traveller, who is wandering, as 
I have done, through the dark shades of mod- 
ern orthodoxy. 

I wasearly instructed in a calvinistick school. 
My parents were strict adherents to that doc- 
trine. But at an early age my soul abhorred 
the doctrine of reprobation, as it appeared to 
me to be derogatory to the character of an all 
wise and_.merciful Creator ;—and, that some 
better theory concerning the purposes of God 
in creating man, would in due time be made 
manifest I was convinced ; but in what manner 
it would appear, I was not prepared to tell.— 
The prejudices of education caused me to re- 
spect calvinism asa scriptural doctrine ; but 
my reason rejected it. That God foreknew all 
things from the beginning, was with me admis- 
sible; but that his premeditated and unpro- 
voked designs were as cruel as they were rep- 
resented by calvinism was not admissible.— 
Therefore reason and scripture were at vari- 
ence with each other, and a disrespect for the 
latter was the consequence. My mind was 
thus left, to wander like aship at sea_ without 
a rudder, liable to be driven on the first shoals 
that presented. The preaching of different 





sectarians induced me to belicve tuat any thing 
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and every thing could be proved by the scrip- 
tures. The decision of my mind then was, 
that the bible ought not to be trusted at all.— 
Here then at the early age of twenty I became 
a deist. Such was truly the effect that the 
popular preaching of the day had upon my 
young aud uncultivated mind. In this situa- 
tion I remained for several years, when at 
length sore disease fastened on my system, and 
the king of terrors seemed to have made fast his 
iron grasp. Pulmonick disease with all the 
train ofsymptoms was present, and even ulcera- 
tion indicated a speedy termination ofmy mor- 
tal career. My physician, who is now alive 
to attest the truth of what I say, made known 
to me his opinion of my case, and which com- 
ing from a man famed for his skill in the art of 
healing, seemed to fix within me my fate as 


sure as though my death warrant had been | 


signed, sealed, and delivered to the execution- 
er. 

It was there I bid adieu to all timely things; 
and turning my eyes upon my companion in 
life, and an infant in her arms, fancy would 
pursue them through the various vicissitudes 
and meanderings of this troublesome life, while 
I had taken my leave of all things that per- 
tain to this life, in my imagination I could be- 
hold my eyes dim in their sockets, my flutter- 
ing tongue refuse to articulate, my body con- 
signed to the silent tomb, to return toits moth- 
er earth. But is thatall, saidI. No. Ihave 

‘an immortal existence! What is tobe my fu- 
ture destiny? cried I, in the anguish of my 
heart. To what region shall my immortal 
spirit be consigned in a few more rolling suns ? 
It was then I began to tread over my back 
ground, taking every thing into consideration, 
as I marched step by step. The doctrines im- 
prest upon my mind in infancy, still appeared 
as cruel and god-dishonouring as ever; the 
scriptures still presented to my mind nothing 
but contradiction and jargon! O thou God of 
nature ! Where shall I fly for counsel, but to 
what I can behold of the works of thy hands, 
tolearn of thee? The book of nature loudly 
speaks thy unchanging goodness to all thy 
created beings; nothing we mortals can do, 
can add to or diminish thy happiness; and 
nothing that we mortals can do causeth thee to 
step aside, that the blessings from heaven do 
not flow in common upon all thy created be- 
ings!! Surely, said 1, man is his own torment, 
and the mercy of God are like the never fail- 
ing fountain ; if we depart from it we thirst, 
if we draw figh we are filled. Then followed 
the awful, but conscientious conclusions, that 
the scriptures ought to be spurned from the 
world ; and with the deepest sincerity of heart, 
I viewed them as derogatory to the character 
of Deity, and filling the world with confusion. 
And verily believing that a few more rolling 
suns would close my earthly existence, weak 
and emaciated as I was, I came to the follow- 

ing conclusion: namely, to collect together, 


‘ 





sone of the most palpable contradictions, en- 
ter my last and solemn protest against them, 
and have them read at my interment, as a fu- 
neral service! Deeply impressed with a sense 
of my duty, the bible, pen, ink and paper, were 
my companiuns for several days. But thanks 
be to God, who hath ordained this great fight 
to shine into the dark and benighted hearts of 
the sons of men. As [ began to compose 
scripture, my weapons fell down, and my war- 
fare was ended. Well might the apostle say, 
these are able tu make thee wise unto salva- 
tion ; for when I made them the min of my 
counsel, unconnected with creeds and confes- 
sious of men, altho’ at variance with them, yet 
the sound policy which I thereiu discovered, 
tore from my mind those fabricks of confusion 
and nonsense, which I had palmed upon the 
scriptures through the influence of false 
preaching; they tore from my mind the base 
idea of God the Father, the unchanging Je- 
hovah, becoming so angry and displeased with 
his creature man, that he was determined to 
damn him eternally was it not for Christ the 
second person in the Godhead, (yet the self 
same God) who stands in man’s behalf and 
strives to pacify (himself) the Father, by suf- 
fering in the simer’s stead, and thereby as- 
suage his anger so that the contrite ones might 
approach him and find acceptance ; and I sub- 
stitut div its s'ead, that Christ was the beloved 
of the Father, the beginning of the creation 
of God, (Rev. iii. 14) and, that he descended 
to this lower world for the express purpose of 
manifesting to man the immutable love of the 
Father and thereby reclaim a back-slidden 
world, Secondly, by comparing scripture with 
scripture, it erased from my mind the idea of 
contradiction, where it is supposed by Moses’ 
writing, that he, (Moses) talked with the im- 
mutable Jehovah face to face, as man talketh 
to his brother, notwithstanding it is afterwards 
said of God, “who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light, that no man hath seen 
him or can see him.” (1 Tim. vi.16.) Isay, 
this apparent contradiction, was solved to my 
mind by their proving to me, that it was not 
the immutable God, to whom Moses spake 
face to face, as a man talketh to his brother ; 
but was that being or God, to whom the immu- 
table God spake in the beginniug and said, let 
us make man. It was in my opinion the son 
of God, who was the beginn‘ng of the creation 
of the immutable Jehovah, and who became a 
God to us, in the same manner as Moses be- 
came a God to the children of Israel. This 
sun was glorified with the father, before the 
world was; afterwards led the children of Is- 
rael through the wilderness; was the rock 
from which issued the waters in the parched 
land ; was the cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by nighi ; talked with Moses, and gave 
him the law of commandment. But he was 
not the immutable Ged, for he often changed 
and repented of things which he had purposed 
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doing, which corresponds exactly with his 
character and life whilst clothed with flesh and 
blood. He was a man of sorrow, and ac- 
quainted with grief, wept over Jeruselem, ex- 
pressed the greatest anxiety to reform them, 
but they had power to resist him ; he agonized 
in the garden of Gethsemane ; was troubled in 
spirit ; shruk from death, and did not know 
the hour of his dissolution, But to crown his 
travels with joy, it was necessary that the cap- 
tain of our salvation should be made perfect 
through suffering, (Hebrews ii, 10 -v. 8, 9.) 
Such is the character and standing of the god- 
man Christ Jesus ; who was made like unto 
his brethren ; and, asthe scriptures declare of 
him, and in like manner I received him. There- 
fore, strictly speaking, no man hath seen God 
at any time ; for to us there is but one God, of 
whom are all things, and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things and we by him. And 
itappeared to me as consistent, that there 
such a mediator, to reconcile man to God; 
such an avenue, through which the eternal love 
of the Father should flow into the hearts of 
degenerated man ; such a light to the world, 
that he who walks therein, should notsiumble 
and fall. Isay it is just as consistent with 
sound philosophy, as it is that we should be 
blest with the light of the bright luminary 
which adorn the day; that being a secondary 
cause, or the means made usw of by Deity, to 
diffuse light and heat to our terrestrial globe. 

So, brethren, in like manner have all the 
objections to the scriptures, which I could pos- 
sibly collect together, fallen prostrate before 
the ark of the testimony. The doctrine of e- 
lection, that heart cheering doctrine, shines 
brighter and brighter. When I takea view of 
the attributes of the great Jehovah, being 
strengthened by the evidence of his sacred 
word, which saith “ whom he did fereknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the im- 
age of his son,” and that “ known unto God 
are all his works from the foundation of the 
world ;” but the doctrine of reprobation, that 
heart-chiiling, god-dishonouring dogma appears 
as unscriptural, as it does unreasonable. The 
doctrine of man’s agency and its bounds, seems 
tome to be perfectly solved by the vision of 
Ezekiel, in which he saw as it were the ap- 
pearance, as if a wheel had been in the midst 
of a wheel, thus man’s action, although volun- 
tary, can not surpass the bounds marked out 
by Deity ; being circumscribed by him who 
hath said to the great sea of human depravity, 
.* thus far may thou go, and no farther,” and 
there shall thy proud waves be stayed ; for he 
delighteth not in the death of the sinner, but 
that they should turn and live. And we have 
every assurance to believe, that the infinite Je- 
hovyah will do all his pleasure. 

In the above, you have the substance of 
my conversion to deism, and from deism to re- 
joice in the doctrine of reconciliation through 
_the Redeemer, if the same does not cor- 


respond with those, who in their experience 
, have been frightened by devils and liquid 
| flames of fire, I cannot help it{ those teré 
rours have not been mine, since I have conie to 
years of understanding ; neither should I ever 
have embraced deism, hadI not been driven 
into it, by the dark clouds of orthodoxy! Aud 
I pray God, that the day may soon arrive, when 
those dark clouds may all be dispersed, and 
the sun of righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings ; when, instead of nine-tenths of the 
human family being lost, the good shepherd 
shall have sought out and found, thebest sheep 
that hath gone astray, laid it upon his shoulder 
and gone on his way rejoicing. Dear reader, 
such contemplation constitute my happiness 
here below. Take away my assurance in the 
final restitution, my all is gone; but with it, 
my Zion is at hand, and my lips fail not to utter 
the sentiments of my heart in the following 


LINES : 


Praise ye the Lord, all Kindred flestr, 
Of high oflow degree ; 

Ye animals, in open space, 

And all things in the sea. 


Praise him ye seraphs in the sky, 
Ye men on earth revere ; 

The loving kindness of the Lord, 
To all his works is near. 


Praise him. who is unchangeable, 
Who hath all might and power ; 
Who spake creation into birth, 
Who is our God ad Sire. 


Praise him, who can do all his will, 
In heaven, and earth, and sea; 
Praise him, who wills that all his sons, 
Should all salvation see. 


Praise him, because we see his love, 
Throughout the world displayed, 
Praise him, because in heaven above, 
Our better portion’s laid. 


Praise him, because within our power, 
And joyous soto do; : 
Praise him, becanse. in praising iim, 
Our joyful moments grow. 
W. BALDWIN. 





Donations.—There was received during the 
last year, by only thirtcen of what are called 
benevolent societies in this country, $288,214. 
Only one of these was in existence in 1809 — 
If such societies continues to augment in the 
same ratio they have. a few years back, and 
are equally as successful in obtaining money, 
how long will it be before their revenues will 
bear a pretty handsome proportion to the 


whole revenue of the United States. 





The Irish Catholics, in their petition to the 
British parliament, states, and with truth, that 
the Episcopal church of Ireland, as by law es- 





tablished, is the richest in the world, while the 
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Irish. people, by whom it is supported, are the 
poorest in the world.— Nat. Gaz. 





GOSPAL AL VOOKT. 


“*) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEE.”’ 











HAVE YOU GOT RELIGION ? 

This popular and al] important question, is asked 
so frequently at the present day, that professors 
ought tobe ready ai ail times to give 
the hope that is in them, in meekness and fear.— 
But there is another question—what is religion ?— 
We ought first to be able to answer the latter ques- 
tion, or we shall hardly know how to answer that 
which is at the head ofthis paragraph—What is re- 
ligion? In days of yore, it was pure and unde 
filed religion to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world, But at the present day—when the 
mind is so free from bigotry and superstition—at 
this enlightened period , these ideas are called dan- 
gerous—heresy, licéentiousness, together with every 
other evil and false epithet, that malice can invent. 
At this day—the house of the fatherless and widow 
is visited to be sure—and for what purpose? Ask the 
missionary; he will tell you that the good of the nev- 
er dying souls of the heathen, induces him to spuNGE 
(a harsh word, but it deserves no gentler term) the 
scanty pittance from the hard hand of poverty and 
distress. A case in point occurred at during 
the last winter: it was told the writer of this arti- 
cle, by a person of unimpeachable veracity, and 
whatever may be said to the contrary, proof positive 
ean be produced in support of the fact. A certain 
poor widowed female, who by patient and untiring 
industry had obtained a piece of cloth, with which 
she intended to clothe ina decent 
manner, to enable them to attend school. That 
day she was called on by a religious highwayman 


her childten 


to contribute something to save immortal souls— 
she replied she was so poor, that it was with the 
utmost difficulty she could obtain bread for her chil- 


dren—that she wished well to the cause of missions, 


but had nothing to spare. All this went for noth- 
ing, the inhuman being cast his eye upon the cloth, 
and what with threats of endless damnation, &c. 
he took the cloth to his own house—and the result 
was the fatherless and the orphan lost the advan- 
tage of the winter’s school!! This was visiting 
the fatherless and the widow with a witness! Is this 
It is doubted. We doubt much whetb- 


er it is an acceptable offering in the sight of him 


religion? 


who is the widow’s God—the Father of the father- 
less—to wrest the hard earnings of days and nights 
of bitter toil and anguish—to take the bread from 
the mouth of children, and give it to a hireling 
priesthood to support them in indolence and ex- 
travagance. Could nos the poor and needy more 
laudably and usefully bestow their money in train- 
ing up their children in the way they should go, than 
in maintaining in luxury every idle shoemaker, who 
may find it more easy and profitable to spout non- 
sense and cobble souls once a week, than to cobble 





a reason of 





soles all the week round. ‘This system of fraud: 
villany and corruption—this filching money from 
the lone widow and helpless orphan, is in very 
truth the curse of our land. 

But what is religion? Why in the days long 
since passed by, it was religion which thinketh no 
evil—meekness and kindness—liberality end gen- 


But 


now in these haleyon days of joy and peace, fear 


tleness—which judgeth not, condemncth not. 


and fuith constitute the only pure, undefiled, genu 
ine orthodox religion—all elso is heresy. Year ct 
an angry God whose red arm of desolation hangs o 

ver the workmanship of his hands, and who wait 

but a fit opportunity to burl them to demnation!— 
Fear of an endless hell that burns with sulphur and 
flame, indignation and despair—lighted up by the 
glaring eye balls of foul fiends; where smiling prat- 
tling babes, the mother’s hope and the father’s joy 
are to be crisped and roasted world without end! 
Faith in one infinite, eternal and unchangeable Dev 

il, who with one foot like 2 man, the other like a 
beast—who though confined by massy chains to that 
place of interminable horrour and desolation, yet is 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and America, at one and 
the same time, tempting poor souls to sin against 
God—and this is rettcion! We were once taught 
by the blessed Saviour to believe in God and in 
but he 
us the least intimation, that it was so very import 


Jesus Christ whom he had sent; never gave 


ant, to believe in an Almighty Devil. He certainly 
never told men that they could not be saved if they 
did not thus believe; but at the present day his re- 
ligion is so much improved, corrected and enlarged 
that it is reckoned an unpardonable sin, to doubt 
the existence of the proud monarch of the universe 
No wonder that some professors should be so tena- 
cious of this holy faith, for it is by this eraft they 
obtain fheir fat livings; the devil helps them to 
some fifteen or twenty hundred dollars a year, and 
they would most assuredly be reckoned very un 
grateful to say the least, if they did not “ give th: 
devil his due.”’ 

But to speak candidly—what shall we think of 
that religion, which locks up all the tender charities 
of our nature, and makes our friendship towards our 
brethren cold and cheerless as the mid-winter’s day- 
break ? 
version which asks, ‘‘ John have you sanded the su- 


What shall we say to that miraculous con- 


gar—watered the spirit—then come to prayers?’ 
We know not what to say to that religion, which 
ptompts those who possess it, to speak ill of those 
around them—and to withhold the common civilities 
of life, from those who are supposed to be less holy 
than they? 
of mind is, which éan at one moment slander and 


We know not what that religious state 


vilify those who pronounce Shibboleth differently 
from them, and then in a moment transfer their af- 
fections to ‘things above,’’ and talk of foreknow!l- 
edge, free grace and good works—from schemes of 
bargain, fraud and corruption to “ eternal realities” 
and “ dreadful consequences,’ ‘ fire and brimstone |’ 
What shall we say.to that religion which compels 
the many to submit blindly to the dictates of the 
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man who assumes the right of thinking’ for them: 
Men of honesty and conscience—and as conscren- 
tious too as the orthodox creed maker himself, are 
obliged to submit their reasons, feelings and con- 
clusions, to the fancy of any and every enthusiast 
—to any and every preaching * * * * *—who has got 
up a new light, or be branded with the name of in- 
fidel! But enough of such religion—enough of that 
religion which “ separateth chief friends’’—that in- 
duces the wife to abandon her once loved husband 


and family, and spout insanity at a conference or a | 


whispering meeting. Enough of the faith that peo- 
ples bedlam with lunatics and darkens the page of 
history with suicide and despair—whicl. holds pex- 
petual warfare with all those moral duties of man 
with justice, benevolence and humanity—and 
which subverts all the inborn feclings of the soul -- 
and every thing honest and praiseworthy. ‘True 
religion necds not the aid of fraud and artifice, to 
make it go smoothly down--it blushes not to walk 
forth openly in the face of day—and that system 
which requires any artificial means for its support, 
any twisting, turning, or prevarication, is very mach 
tobe suspected. We have abused and ridiculed the 
legends of the Catholic Church-—but how much bet- 
ter or more to he desired are the legends and tradi- 
tions and cant of sectarians et the present day 1— 
What if Protestants imagine that it is superstition 
to respect the saints,--the fact is that Catholic Chris- 
tianity is not ‘‘solely founded”’ in superstition !— 
The Catholics believe in more ‘“ mysterics’’ than 
the erced makers at the present day, that is the on- 
ly essential difference; and if faith be the sole mer- 
it, then the Catholics have double merit—because 
they believe pousty! And all the cant about Cath- 
olic countries being “ priest ridden’’ comes with an 


ill grace from « sectarian priest who in the ratio of 


respective countries and possibilities, has, and does 
exert all the power, that ever was exerted, by the 
priests of Rome. In both countries confessions are 
made; in one to the priest, in the other to their 
neighbours, at aconference! In both countries the 
chambers of death are beset with priests, in that 
dark. and trying hour, when heart and flesh fail~ 
when the soul seems to quiver upon the lip, they 
are questioned what is their particular creed; or ar- 
ticles of faith—in both countries, the pillow of the 
dying is the place to convert hereticks—in both the 
the weakened mind is often driven to despair—of- 
ten to madness! Priests hang over the bed sides 
ofthe expiring sinner, with a fiery zeal, worthy a 
better cause; 
Wealth. The colour and complexion of priestcraft 
is the same in all countries. The mussulman has 
his code of sectarian instructions for the couch of 
death, and it matters not, whether the would be a- 
postles and evangelists of modern times, borrowed 
theirs from Catholics, or copied them from the Al- 
coran. But we forbear, and gladly turn from a sub- 
ject, acant, on which we have already wasted more 
words than it deserved. , pe # 


especially, if he is possessed of 


Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
_ Mercy.~-Bible. 








OUR CAUSEIN THE WEST. 

The writer of this artucle, having for the last fes 
months, travelled in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky 
and Indiana, it will not, we hope, be uninteresting 
to our readers, to hear that the holy cause of God’s 
impartial and universal grace, is going on prosper- 
ing and to prosper, in almost every partof the west- 
ern country. Long -has this portion of the heritage 
of our God, been Jaid desolate, and the fruitful fields 
of Zion laid waste, by the hand of that spoiler— 
long has superstition, clad in her sable weeds of de- 
spair, trampled the fair blossoms of hope and joy 
beneath her fuct--but the*time of the avenger has 
come—light has dawned upon the moonless mid- 
night of mind—and bigotry, bloated and pampered, 
already shrinks appalled before the brightness of 
its beams !—The mighty spell-which has so long 
enthralled the world, is broken—-the spirit of in 
quiry moves upon the dark waters--the Ged of nature 
speuks, and the sound thereof is heard along the 
shores, of our bright and sunny land ! 

I had prepared a brief, but minute account, of the 
progress of our holy religion, in all the various towns 
through which I passed; but owing to the press of 
matter now on file, we are under the necessity of 
making our remarks more general, than we could 
have wished. Most of our readers, have already 


| been made acquainted with the cheering intelli- 


gence, of the abundant prosperity of our cause in 
Ohio; that the cords of Zion are lengthened and her 
stakes strengthened; that multitudes who have 
long ground in the dreary prison house of desola 
tion have been visited with the day spring from on 
high—-and we now have the unspeakable happiness 
of adding, that the other states of the west, are awa- 
king from their deathliké slumber of delusion, and 
are flocking to the glorious standard of intellectual 
emancipation! The liberty of the mind will tri- 
umph; for men are taught 
“To spurn controul 
And fight the battles of the soul.’’ 

Lovely indeed to the husbandman, is it tobehold 
the barren heath converted into a fruitful field; and 
with what superiour joy doesthe lover of rational 
religion, see the wilderness of mind beginning to 
bud and to blossom with life and beauty---and_ bar- 
ren hearts become a garden of delight, and bring 
forth fruits of righteousness and peace! Verily these 
are days of brightness and beauty, tothe children 
of the Most High---perilous days of tribulation and 
despair, to the heartless grasp of tyranny and op- 
pression. 

From Chillicothe O. I proceeded on to Kentucky, 
preached inMaysville & Flemingsburg to crowded & 
attentive audiences. At Flemingsburg I met with 
some trifling opposition, from a number of Methodist 
preachers---had a public controversy, on the subject 
of the impartial and universal sulvation of all men, 
some account of which, we may at some future pe- 
riod, lay before the readers of the Advocate. Af- 
ter leaving Flemingsburg, passed on to Fayette co. 
where our excellent friend Gen. Russel opened his 
house for preaching, which was filled to overflow- 
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ing. After spending some days very pleasantly 
with this excellent family, and with whom I parted 
‘with much regret, I pursued my journey to Lexing- 
fon. 


whose light shines upon the house top. 


In Lexington there are very many fearless spirits, | 


who are not to be intimidated ind put down, by the 
ory of heresy, and trampled under foot by a perse- 
outing priesthood ; but whe shun not to declare 
that.Ged is the rightful bwner of all that does, or 
ean exist. I had intended to have spoken at length 
of Lexington---its institutions ; and more especially 
of the heartless oppgsition of orthodoxy, to Presid- 
ent Holley, because of his honest independence of 
mind---also of the various curiosities in its vicinity 


but for reasons before mentioned, must waive this | 


subject for the present. One curiosityhowever we 
must mention---that is the ‘mouth piece’’ of ortho- 
dozy in the West. Known by-the name and title of 
“Western Luminary !’’ Such a luminarytoo---ibree 
lights like this would make a total darkness ! 

My next stopping place was Versailles---thence 
onward through Frankfort and Shelbyville to Louis- 
ville; and by their kindness and attention the peo- 
ple of those towns manifested their willingness to 
know the truth, as it is in Jesus. In each of the a- 
bove named places, our preachers would receive a 
cordial weleome. 

In Louisville it being thought “unbecoming, a 
moral and religious people,’’ to allow the doctrine 
vf God’s goodness, to be preached in burches made 
with hands. I obtained the privilege of speaking 
iu the Market Place---and although the weather was 
extremely unfavourable, yet an immense concourse 

of people gave their attendance. The refusal of 
my request for « church in which to preach, ercated 
no small degree of excitement, among the rational 
and reasonable---the consequence of which will 
probably be, that they will builda house without 
bolts and bars upon the doors---free as air or the 
goodness of God ! 

I should do injustice to my feelings, did I neglect 
to mention the liberality of Mr. D. M’Allister---a vc- 
ry respectable inhabitant of Louisville ; who not- 
withstanding he differed with me in religious senti- 
ments---yet with a spirit of benevolence and chari- 
ty, that spoke the man and the christian, offered me 
the church, of which he is the owner, the moment 
he heard these circumstances, and that too, without 
solicitation ! By their fruits ye shall know them. 

In Louisville are many, very many, who have sha- 
ken off the trammels of popular prejudice, and glo. 
ry in that truth, which makes men free—and _ hesit- 

«ate not to believe the oath and promises of Jehovah, 
rather than the creeds and traditions of their fore- 
fathers. Notwithstanding many cry ‘the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we; all else 
is dangerous heresy’’---yet there are bold and fear- 
less minds, free as the wild winds of heaven, who 
are not tobe appalled, even at the hollow sound of 
{[Fexcommunication! Errour and bigotry have 
here reached their zenith---the glorious lamp of 
truth, has relumed the darksome cells of woe and 


Here I passed a week, in company with those | 





despair---it has shined and it will shine ; not all the 


arts-of men, or devices of the sons of men, can ob- 
scure its vivifying rays. T.¥. 
(To be. continued.) 





ELOME----- rracment. 

*Twas Sunday evening. 
ihe setting sun had tinged the horizon with 
gold—the blue vault of heaven was cloudless, 
calm,and serene. Mivgled sounds of the pear- 
ly rivulet, and the bird of song, came stealing 
upon the soul, sweet as the visions of youth— 
soft murmurs broke in upon the stilly silence, 
like music on the hour of repose. ‘The lake 
unrufiled by a single breeze,seemed to smile in 
its quiet rest, asif storm and tempest were 
a thing unknown—its boundless depths were 


| glowing brightly as the polished mirror, with 
| unnumbered trees and blossoms impressed up- 








‘on itsbosom. ‘The gentle zephyr so lightly 
breathed upon the dewy bowers, that even the 
aspen leaf would have forgot its trembling. 
The glad earth, which I had seen but a few 
short months before clad in a wintry garment 
of fleecy snow—was now elad in cheerfulness 
and smiles, decloring that blight and frost had 
passed away, 

Mingled recollections came crowded thick 
and fast upon the soul, when on turning an an- 
gle in the road, the village of B now my 
home, burst upon my view in all its peerless 
beauty—the much loved friends I had left but 
a few months ago, blooming with health and 
happiness—mighit now be slumbering in their 
narrow house in solitude and silence—and the 
bright blossoms of May might now be bloom- 
ing over their resting place OA AP os 
*T was the hour of prayer. With countenan- 
ces beaming with health and hope—with hearts 
beating high with gratitude to the author of 
all good—the children of the most high came 
up to the feast of the tabernacles. There be- 
fore the altar—there in the Temple of the E- 
ternal, was raised ‘the anthem and the song to 
him who made the world—not to placate the 
wrath of Jehovah—not to appease his ven- 
geance, did his children bow before. him—bui 
to thank him for that kindness and care which, 
knows no bound. At tis hour so beautiful 
and bright—the type of that glorious world 
where tears and sighs are never known—when 
the soul is filled with joy and gladness—'tis 
there in that soft hour of peace, when commun- 
ing with him who is invisible, that we havea 
foretaste of those unspeakable joys, that flow 
at God’s right hand—’tis there we look for- 
ward to that bright period, when purged from 
every impurity and earthly frailty, we shall 
wing our way to a nome of glory—where our 
praises will be without trembling, and our 
thanksgivings unmiugled with tears. TT. F. 











The steam-boat Albion, Capt. Purseli, per- 
formed a trip from Pittsburgh to a point 50 
miles above that city, at the rate of from 4 to 


The last rays of 
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5 miles an hour, against the rapid current of the 
Allegany. 
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** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ 














OUR CAUSE IN BUFFALO. 

It may be gratifying to our distant friends to learn, 
that the *‘ first Universalist Society’’ of this village, 
have succeeded in erecting and finishing aneat and 
commodious cHAPEL, tobe used and exclusively ap~ 
propriated to the worshipofGod. When compared 
with the splendid edifices erected by other denom- 
jnations its appearange is humble; but it is occupi- 
ed by those who are or should be humble followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus. Suffice it to say, 
that the Universalist Chapel is neat, plain, and con- 
yenient; and may we not add, more splendid than 
the places of worship ordinarily occupied by our 
blessed Lord and his primitive followers? Thus, 
then, although four years ago it was with the utmost 
difficulty we could obtain any place to accommo- 
date our religious assemblies; we are now permit- 
ted by our heavenly Father, to worship im our own 
way the God of our Fathers.. We will only add, 
that the society and congregation are both respect- 
able and Jaudably attentive to the great interests of 
Zion, and that the truth seems to have taken deep 


root in the hearts of many. L. 8S. E, 





Through the blessing of an all-wise and kind Pro- 
vidence, the junior editor of this paper has at length 
returned from a tour through the states of Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Indiana, which has occupied his time 
for more than four months, and is the messenger of 
“« good tidinge of great joy”’ from the severa! places 
through which he has passed. As time and space 
may permit, he will furnish the readers of the Advo- 
cato with sketches of the scenes he has witnessed as 
may be thought interesting and serviceable to our 





patrons andthe publick. ‘Truly it appears, that 
now, as in days preceding the spiritual coming of 
our divine Lord, many are runing to, and fro, and | 
knowledge is increased. The sketch presented 
this week under, the head of ‘‘ Gospel Advocate,”’ 
cannot fail to interest the reader; and may be con- 
sidered as the commencement of a series, in which 
will be faithfully delineated more interesting and 
important facts. 

Aword relating to our home affairs, may not be 
altogether amiss. Four months and more have elaps- 
ed, since with trembling anxiety, we assumed the 
exculsive controul and management of this paper. 
It was then believed, that the condition of this sec- 
tion of God’s heritage, required a more extensive 
circulation of some paper of this kind; but none 
beside ourselves appeared willing to stake their all, 
and risk the consequences. It was with deep soli- 
citude that we requested our printer to furnish us 
with three thousand copies a week; but the even; 
has already proved, that the bread which was cast 
upon the waters is sure to return—that after many 
days, we shall receive the only reward we desire, in 
addition to the approbation of our consciences, a sub- 
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sistence fur those depending upon us, and a remun- 
eration for our expenses. Weeconfidently assert, 
that the time las never been, when the prospects 
of our cause presented so cheering an appearance 
as they now do—there never has been a time, when 
the faithful labours of our ministering brethren 
were crowned with better success—the time has ne- 
ver been known, when in this region, and places 
far west, so much has been dune in so short a time 
towards pulling down the “babel of modern ortho- 
doxy”’ and building up the Zion of God, as within 
the last Ifalf year. However, vehemently our op- 
ponents may cry, that the cause we have espoused is 
“unpopular,” stubborn facts prove that an over 
whelming current of publick approbation is setting 
in its favour. Indeed, the fact that our opponents 
pretend, totheir misguided followers, that we are 
‘beneath their notice” is at least presumptive evi- 
dence that they themselves are already smitten with 
a conciousness of the weakness of their platform 
and the rottenness of their cause. 
privilege they have (and which we desire not to 
take from them) to resort to popular prejudiee to 
sustain themselves in the absence of reason and re- 
velation to support their sinking cause; and we are 
quite willing to endure their reproaches fora while, 
if it affords them any satisfaction, But, for the com- 
fort of all concerned be it spoken, ‘‘a door is open 
which no man can shut,” andthe enemies of our 
cause are contributing to no little extent, in building 
it up by using unfair means to pull it down, 

The writer of this article, who for many weeks 
and months has toiled incessantly to disseminate 
truth and toiled almost alone expects to be absent a 
few weeks, on a tour tothe east, to visit friends in 
the vicinity of that nucleus of orthodoxy, the ‘ Au- 
burn Theological Seminary ;’’ during which time 
the home concerns of the Advocate will be attend- 
In the mean 
time, information may be collected from abroad 


ed to by our esteemed brother Fisk. 


which will be communicated to our friendly read- 


| ers; norwilla short absence prevent us from be- 


ing ‘‘ present in the spirit’’ with all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ and delight to promote his glory 
in the earth. May Heaven grant, in answer to our 
prayers, that a suspension from the labours, anxie- 
ties, and trials necessarily devolving upon one ac- 
ting in the capacity of editor ofa work so extensive- 
ly circulated, may tend to prepare us for future use- 


L. 8. E. 


fulness. 
LIST OF AGENTS IN KENTUCKY. 

Geo. & A. Corwine, Maysville. Robert Taylor, 
Washington. Thos. F. Stockwell, Flemingsbur gh. 
Gen. R. 8. Russell and John Caldwell, Fayette co. 
Richard Morrison and Jacob Winn, Lexington.--- 
Postmuster, Versailles. Editor '76, Frankfort.---- 
Robert Brenham, jr. and R. Greathouse, Shelbyville. 
Minor White, Middletown. 8. H. Bullen, Louis- 


ville. N. Berthoud, P. M. Shippingport. Hon. 
Philip Thompson, Yellow Banks. . 8S. Russell, 
Carlisle, 


INDIANA. 

Henry Bogert, New Albany. Postmaster, Mount 
Vernon. Gen. R. M. Evans, New Harmony. Col. 
I. Westover, Jeffersonville. Jos. W. Lingan, Charles. 


It is a peculiar 
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town. ‘Nelson Lodge, Madis m. “ Editors Guest,”’ 
Vevay. Philip Eastman, Rising Sun. 

OHIO. 
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Mr. G. Weed, merchant, of Buffalo, imports 
his supplies of cutlery direct from Europe,— 


Thomas Wilson, Woester. Thomas Reynolds, Such, we believe, is the case with several hous- 


Franklinton. Henry Young, West Union. 
L. Coleman, Cincinnati. Dr. W. A. Needham, 
Springfield, Clark County. 


—— 


Richard |\es at Utica and Rochester. 


VY The completion of the Broadway Bridge o- 
ver the Genesee r:ver at Rochester was recent. 


It is stated of Sir Walter Raleigh that he | ly a le brated at that place. ‘The bridge is 600 
entrusted Ben Johnson with the education of | et in length, stretching from Court to Ex. 
his eldest son. Jechisun was a severe master | change-strect, and is the third bridge, besides 


and his pupil determined by means of his vices 
to free himself from his tyranny. Sir Walter 
had an utter abhorrence of drunkenness, a sin 
to Which Jolinson had no great aversion. One 
day, when he was intoxicated, young Raleigh 
sent him, in a large basket to his father, and 
the porters informed the knight that their young 
master had sent home his tutor! The follow- 
ing is an extract from Sir Walter’s instructious 
to his son and posterity.— Raleigh Reg. 

' “ Take special care that thou delight not in 
wine, for there never was any man that came 
to honor vr preferment that loved it; for it 
transformeth man into a beast, decayeth health 
poisoreth the breath, destroyeth natural heat, 
deformeth the face, rotteth the teeth, and to 
conclude, maketh 4 man contemptible, soon old, 
and despised of all wise and worthy m:n hated 
in thy servants, in thyself and companions ; for 
jt is a bewitching and infectious vice. And, 
remember my words, that it were better for a 
man to be subjectto any vice thanto it; forall 
other vanities and sins are recovered, but a 
drunkard will never shake off the delight of 
beasiliness ; for tho longer it possesseth a man, 
the morehe shall be subject to it; for it dulleth 
the spirits, and destroyeth the body, as ivy doth 
the old tree, or as the worm that engendereth 
in the kernel! of the nut.” 


SUNMMWARY. 

Important foreign Intelligence.—By recent 
arrivals at New-York news is received from 
England to the 17th of April, announcing a 
change of the British ministry. Mr. Canning 
has been appointed Premier, in consequence 
of which, the following seven members of the 
cabinet have resigned: the Lord Chancellor 
Elden, the Duke of Wellington, Lord Sidmouth, 
Lord Bathust, Lord Westmoreland, Lord Bex- 
ley, Mr. Peel. Lord Lowther, son of Lord 
Londale, also resigned as one of the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

Breach of promise.—Mary Morse brought 
an action, in the Baltimore county. Court, a- 
gainst Henry Tomlinson, for a breach of prom- 
ise of marriage. The issue was tried the fore- 
part of this week, and the case was fully sus- 
tained by the proof—ihe defendant, after hav- 
ing visited plaintiff several years, gave a writ- 
ten promise to marry her in 50 days, and af- 
terwards married another lady. Many circum- 
stances of great aggravation were proved cn 
the trial. The jury, without leaving the box, 
found a verdict for the whole amount of damages 
laid in the declaration—three thousand dollars, 


| FROM THE 


the Aqueduct, which the enterprising citizens 
of Rochester have thrown across the Genesee 
within the space of half a mile. 
It is said the contract creditors of the late 
Duke of York, will not realise a shilling in the 
pound, 











Boetic Pevartwent. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE 


STANZAS. 
oO come, My Own sw eet ly re, once more, 
This darkeh'd soul soothe yet again; 
One strain of pensive music pour, 
One last, sad strain. 


JOURNAL, 


O sing the-joys that once I knew, 

Sing friendship’s bright delusive dream, 

And young hope’s rising dawn, that threw 
A faithless gleam, 


I thought the fates had nought but bliss 
In store for me, and wonder’d why 
I saw, in such a world as this, 








A tearful eye. 


But soon the fairy dream was past, 

Which my young heart so warmly cherish’d; 

And hope, too bright, too fond to last, 
Soon perish’d. 


As some lone mariner afar, 
While dark’ning tempests cloud the skies, 
Longs to behold his fav’rite star 

Kindly arise, 


So would I greet thee, gentle Peace ! 

Thou strangers to this woe worn breast ; 

From pain and sorrowing find release, 
And calmly rest. 


Ye who have felt this world a wild, 
And walk’d ’mid desolation drear, 
I ken, for misery’s lowly child, 

Ye’ll shed a tear 


FIONNUALA. 
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